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It is impossible to have a great life
unless it is a meaningful life.  

And it is very difficult 
to have a meaningful life without 

meaningful work.  

Jim Collins
Author:  Good to Great









ROBOTS ARE TAKING OVER THE WORLD





Your major does not define your 
career



Its OK if you do not know what
you want to do



Suggested Career 
Exploration Timeline for 

High School Students



FRESHMEN YEAR



ADJUST TO HIGH SCHOOL—LET KIDS BE KIDS



SOPHOMORE YEAR







JUNIOR YEAR









Evaluate how these factors might 
work for you or against you in 

any career or industry



Based on an increased 
understanding of some of these 
factors, develop a list of possible 

fields that seem interesting to you 
as well as possible college options 











Research expecting starting salary—mid-point 
salary—advancement potential within the region 
in which you want to practice

What is the history of growth in your desired 
industry

Will their been an increase/decrease in jobs in the 
next five-ten years? 





CREATE YOUR PROFILE







Use the LinkedIn Alumni 
Tool to Explore Career 

Professionals Who 
Attended Schools on 

Your College List



Where did they go to school—what type of 
experiences do they have?

Explore their unique career ladder

How much post-secondary education is required?

Follow organizations/companies to see what they 
are talking about. Is this interesting to you?



















Build your professional network 
by connecting with alumni near 
you and request informational 
interviews or job shadowing  

opportunities.



Questions to Ask

How did their particular university uniquely prepare 
them for the current career; internships, mentorships, 
etc.

Who is this field right for—who is this field not right for.

Based on their experiences, what advice would they 
give a student entering college now who is interested in 
this field



SENIOR YEAR



Based on growth and changes in 
personal interests, re-evaluate your 
career interest list and add/delete 

colleges from your list.



Study in depth career center 
options for schools you are 

seriously considering applying to





GREAT READS!





Explore the Benefits of a True Liberal Arts 
Education



Constantly seek ways to build 
your intellectual and 
experiential capital



Reach out and talk to 
college admissions

counselors about admission 
criteria for different major 

interests



Understand possible 
implications or limitations of 

major selection in
your college journey



Make it a point to visit the 
financial aid office and the 
career center on all campus 

visits



Listing Your Experiences on 
LinkedIn, College Applications 

& Resumes

**FOCUS NOT ONLY WHAT YOU DID, 
BUT ON YOUR UNIQUE EXPERIENCE**



Chuck Liddiard
University of Delaware

liddiard@udel.edu
562-304-5522

Questions


